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1 Non technical summary

The environmental assessment of the Joint Operational Programme (JOP) for the Black Sea Basin 2007-2013 is presented in this report.

The environmental assessment is based on the draft JOP dated November 2007 

The environmental report follows the SEA scoping report issued in December 2006 and a draft environmental report issued in June 2007, providing an environmental assessment of the Draft Joint Operational Programme dated June 2007.

The Scoping report identified the environmental issues, objectives and indicators relevant for the environmental assessment.

Both the scoping report and the draft environmental report were submitted for consultation among national environmental authorities in the 10 countries covered by the programme; the draft environmental report, in addition, also among the wider public in the countries.

 The last report to be issued as part of the SEA procedure is an environmental statement accounting for how the environmental assessment and the comments from the consultations have been taken into account in the final JOP. The Environmental Statement will be issued together with the approved JOP.

1.1 Overall development context of the JOP

The JOP lays down the framework for the Cross Boarder Cooperation (CBC) for ten countries surrounding the Black Sea
 under the European Neighbourhood Policy. The programme will enable cross border cooperation by bringing together the different actors – people, economic actors and communities – closer to each other, in order to better exploit the opportunities offered by the joint development of the cross border area. 

1.1.1 Objectives, priorities and measures

The overall objective of the programme is to achieve stronger regional partnerships and cooperation. 

By doing so, the programme is aimed at contributing to its key wider objective:  “a stronger and more sustainable economic and social development of the regions of the Black Sea Basin”.

In addition, the programme formulates three objectives with corresponding priorities and measures as illustrated in Table 2
Table 1: Objectives, priorities and measures
	Objectives
	Priorities
	Measures

	Objective 1: Promoting economic and social development in the Black Sea Basin areas
	Priority 1: Supporting cross border partnerships for economic and social development based on combined resources
	- Strengthening accessibility and connectivity for new intra- regional information, communication, transport and trade links

- Creation of tourism networks in order to promote joint tourism development initiatives and traditional products

- Creation of administrative capacity for the design and implementation of local development policies

	Objective 2:  Working together to address common challenges
	Priority two:  Sharing resources and competencies for environmental protection and conservation
	- Strengthening the joint knowledge and information base needed to address common challenges in the environmental protection of river and maritime systems
- Promoting research, innovation and awareness in the field of conservation and environmental protection for protected natural areas

- Promotion of cooperation initiatives aimed at innovation in technologies and management of solid waste and wastewater management systems

	Objective 3: Promoting local, people-to-people type actions
	Priority three: Supporting cultural and educational initiatives for the establishment of a common cultural environment in the Basin
	- Promoting cultural networking and educational exchange in the Black Sea Basin communities.




Under each measure the JOP formulates a number of main indicative activities.

1.1.2 State of the environment

The state of the environment is characterised by:

· high pressure on biodiversity, flora and fauna

· heavy pollution of the Black Sea with agrochemicals, toxic metals and radionuclides

· high air pollution, especially a high exposure to particular matters

· high energy consumption 

1.1.3 Environmental policy framework

In order to evaluate the consistency of the JOP with the relevant environmental goals adopted by the governments in the partner countries and the EU, the following environmental policy framework has been analysed in the Scoping report
. 

Bulgaria

· National Strategy for the Environment and Action Plan 2000 - 2006, 2001;

· National Biodiversity Conservation Plan , 1999; 

· ISPA Strategy for Environment, 2003
 

Moldova
· Strategy and Action Plan on Biodiversity

· Sustainable Tourism Development Strategy, 2003-2015
. 

Romania:

· National Strategy and Action Plan for the Biological Diversity Convention and Sustainable Use of its Components, 
· National Sustainability Development Strategy, 1999 
· National Action Plan on Climate Change of Romania (2005 - 2007)
EU

· The Sixth Community Environment Action Programme 2002-2012 (EAP6)
. This programme addresses the key environmental objectives and priorities based on an assessment of the state of the environment and of prevailing trends including emerging issues that require a lead from the Community. It is the aim of the programme to promote the integration of environmental concerns in all Community policies and contribute to the achievement of sustainable development throughout the Community.

The relevant objectives to be derived from these documents are described in the scoping report Appendix 1.

1.2 Assessment of the likely significant impact on the relevant environmental issues

The programme objectives, priorities and measures are examined in the environmental report in order to assess their likely significant environmental impacts. 

The JOP is not sufficiently detailed at any of the levels to provide for any quantitative assessments. 

The objectives, priorities and measures are assessed based on a specific examination of the main indicative activities foreseen in the JOP. For each of these activities it is assessed if they are likely to have a positive or negative impact on the following environmental issues: 

· biodiversity, 

· flora and fauna; 

· population and human health; 

· soil; 

· water; 

· air and climate factors; 

· material assets; 

· cultural heritage; 

· landscape; 

· land use; 

· energy and use of renewable resources; 

· transport demand; and 

· adaptation to climate change.

One of the priorities aims at raising the competencies for environmental protection and valorization. An overall positive impact on the environment must be expected from projects to be implemented under this priority.
Only very few environmental effects can be identified from the indicative activities outlined under each of the three objectives and priorities.

As the total budget for the years of the programme period (2007-2013) is only17,305,944 Euro the size of the activities to be implemented through the programme must be expected to be rather small. Thus, no significant environmental effects are likely to influence any of the identified environmental objectives negatively.
1.3 Monitoring of the significant environmental impacts 

According to the SEA Directive Article 10, significant environmental effects of implementation of plans and programmes shall be monitored in order to identify at an early stage unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake appropriate remedial action.

However, as no significant negative environmental impacts are expected from the implementation of the JOP there is no need to establish a specific system for monitoring 

It will, however, be important when preparing the interim and ex post evaluations of the programme to include an explicit requirement on assessing the environmental effects of activities and projects on the relevant environmental objectives. Also an explicit requirement should be included to the interim evaluation to propose corrective measures if the evaluation shows unexpected adverse environmental effects.

2 Introduction

The environmental assessment of the Joint Operational Programme (JOP) for the Black Sea Basin 2007-2013 is presented in this report.

The environmental assessment is based on the draft JOP dated November 2007 

The environmental report follows the SEA scoping report issued in December 2006 and a draft environmental report issued in June 2007, providing an environmental assessment of the Draft Joint Operational Programme dated June 2007.

The Scoping report identified the environmental issues, objectives and indicators relevant for the environmental assessment.

Both the scoping report and the draft environmental report were submitted for consultation among national environmental authorities in the 10 countries covered by the programme; the draft environmental report, in addition, also among the wider public in the countries.

 The last report to be issued as part of the SEA procedure is an environmental statement accounting for how the environmental assessment and the comments from the consultations have been taken into account in the final JOP. The Environmental Statement will be issued together with the approved JOP.

2.1 Approach and methodology applied 

According to the Handbook on SEA for Cohesion Policy 2007-2003
 (the Handbook) the SEA must include the following three levels of the programme:

· Level one: Development objectives

· Level two: Measures and eligible activities

· Level three: Selection criteria for the proposed activities

2.1.1 Level one: Development objectives

The environmental impacts to be identified at this level are the environmental implications of overall directions given by aim of the Programme.

2.1.2 Level two: Measures and eligible activities 

The JOP use the following terminology relevant for the environmental assessment at this level:

· Priorities

· Measures 

· Main indicative activities

The aim of each of the priorities are analysed for the purpose of finding whether any of the chosen directions which may have an environmental impact.

Each of the measures consists of a heading and a number of main indicative activities. Each of these activities are analysed in appendix 1 and the assessment is for each priority summarised in chapter 5.2 

It has only been possible to identify relevant environmental issues and criteria to be considered in the environmental assessment for a very limited number of the main indicative activities, cf. annex 1 of the scoping report. The reason for this is that a large number of these activities may be characterised as process designs aiming at ameliorating/changing processes and/or working modes of different societal segments in specified directions. 

Basically, it is not possible to identify the likely significant environmental impacts for these types of activities - by the simple fact that such processes may or may not be adopted - and may or may not work as intended.. 

2.1.3 Level three: Selection criteria for the proposed activities

Since specific selection criteria for proposed activities are not included in the JOP, it is not possible to assess the likely significant environmental effects at this level. This will only be possible in future downstream decision-making processes through which specific projects are formulated. 

2.2 Structure of the report

The report is structured in the following way: 

· A brief description of the contents of the JOP and a description of the Environmental context in which the JOP is proposed for implementation is presented in chapter 3.

· A description of the relevant policy framework as identified in the draft scoping report is presented in chapter 4.

· The environmental assessment is presented in chapter 5

3 Overall development context of the JOP

The JOP lays down the framework for the Cross Boarder Cooperation (CBC) for ten countries surrounding the Black Sea
 under the European Neighbourhood Policy. The programme will enable cross border cooperation by bringing together the different actors – people, economic actors and communities – closer to each other, in order to better exploit the opportunities offered by the joint development of the cross border area. 

3.1 Objectives, priorities and measures

The overall objective of the programme is to achieve stronger regional partnerships and cooperation. 

By doing so, the programme is aimed at contributing to its key wider objective:  “a stronger and more sustainable economic and social development of the regions of the Black Sea Basin”.

In addition, the programme formulates three objectives with corresponding priorities and measures as illustrated in Table 2
Table 2: Objectives, priorities and measures
	Objectives
	Priorities
	Measures

	Objective 1: Promoting economic and social development in the Black Sea Basin areas
	Priority 1: Supporting cross border partnerships for economic and social development based on combined resources
	- Strengthening accessibility and connectivity for new intra- regional information, communication, transport and trade links

- Creation of tourism networks in order to promote joint tourism development initiatives and traditional products

- Creation of administrative capacity for the design and implementation of local development policies

	Objective 2:  Working together to address common challenges
	Priority two:  Sharing resources and competencies for environmental protection and conservation
	- Strengthening the joint knowledge and information base needed to address common challenges in the environmental protection of river and maritime systems
- Promoting research, innovation and awareness in the field of conservation and environmental protection for protected natural areas

- Promotion of cooperation initiatives aimed at innovation in technologies and management of solid waste and wastewater management systems

	Objective 3: Promoting local, people-to-people type actions
	Priority three: Supporting cultural and educational initiatives for the establishment of a common cultural environment in the Basin
	- Promoting cultural networking and educational exchange in the Black Sea Basin communities.




Under each measure the JOP formulates a number of main indicative activities.

3.2 State of the environment

The following sections provide a brief introduction to the state of the environment in relation to the relevant environmental issues identified in the scoping report. It builds on Europe's Third Environmental Assessment Report
 as well as the analyses of the environment carried out as a part of the preparations of the JOP and the SWOT analysis of the JOP.

3.2.1 Biodiversity, flora and fauna

The Black Sea once supported a rich and diverse marine life, with abundant fisheries and highly valuable habitats, such as the Danube delta, contributing to biodiversity. But by 1990s, the Sea’s environment had deteriorated in terms of its biodiversity, habitats, recreational value, and water quality, mainly due to the deterioration of the water quality c.f. below.
3.2.2 Human health

In Europe there has been evidence of the occurrence of health threatening substances (dioxins, PCBs, etc) in food and livestock feedstuffs. Changes in the environment and other factors of modern life are likely to play a significant role in the risk to human health. But so far there is little knowledge of the (direct) health consequences of climate change and hazardous chemicals in the environment. 

3.2.3 Soil

No information available.

3.2.4 Water

Pollutants, including agrochemicals, toxic metals and radionuclides, made their way into the sea either through the atmosphere or river discharges. Almost one third of the entire land area of continental Europe drains into this sea through the second, third and fourth major European rivers: Danube, Dnieper and Don. Increased nutrients caused an overproduction of phytoplankton, which blocked the light reaching the sea grasses and algae.

The eutrophication problem has been amplified by the almost totally landlocked nature of the Black Sea. Overexploitation of marine living resources, as well as industrial activity, mining, shipping, oil extraction and transport, further contributed to the sea’s deterioration. Some countries dumped solid waste into the sea or onto wetlands. Urban areas flushed untreated sewage; and poor planning has destroyed much of the aesthetics of the coastlines. 

 The large number of towns, 155 above 50.000 inhabitants, gives an image of the environmental challenge generated by human settlements.
3.2.5 Air

As in most places in Europe, air pollution remains a problem in most cities. Average ground level ozone concentrations continue to increase although peak concentration values are falling. Exposure to particular matter (fine dust), mostly caused by diesel car engines, have become one of the largest potential health problem related to air pollution in most cities. In most of the countries in the programme area, the concentration of particulates is two or three times the average European level.

3.2.6 Climate factors

Globally, climate change will lead to an increased risk of floods which is already a problem in the programme area.

3.2.7 Cultural heritage

No information available

3.2.8 Energy

Most of partner countries are very energy intensive. The use of energy per unit of GPD is 3 to 4 times higher than in the EU average.

3.2.9 Waste 

Effective waste management remains a problem in many of the countries. 

4 Environmental Policy Framework

In order to evaluate the consistency of the JOP with the relevant environmental goals adopted by the governments in the partner countries and the EU, the following environmental policy framework has been analysed in the Scoping report
. 

Bulgaria

· National Strategy for the Environment and Action Plan 2000 - 2006, 2001;

· National Biodiversity Conservation Plan , 1999; 

· ISPA Strategy for Environment, 2003
 

Moldova
· Strategy and Action Plan on Biodiversity

· Sustainable Tourism Development Strategy, 2003-2015
. 

Romania:

· National Strategy and Action Plan for the Biological Diversity Convention and Sustainable Use of its Components, 
· National Sustainability Development Strategy, 1999 
· National Action Plan on Climate Change of Romania (2005 - 2007)
EU

· The Sixth Community Environment Action Programme 2002-2012 (EAP6)
. This programme addresses the key environmental objectives and priorities based on an assessment of the state of the environment and of prevailing trends including emerging issues that require a lead from the Community. It is the aim of the programme to promote the integration of environmental concerns in all Community policies and contribute to the achievement of sustainable development throughout the Community.

The relevant objectives to be derived from these documents are described in the scoping report Appendix 1. 

5 Assessment of the likely significant environmental impacts

5.1 Assessment of the overall objective

The programme says:

"The overall objective of the programme is to achieve stronger regional partnerships and cooperation. 

By doing so, the programme is aimed at contributing to its key wider objective:  “a stronger and more sustainable economic and social development of the regions of the Black Sea Basin”".

The reference to sustainable development indicates on one hand that environmental considerations must be taken on board during the implementation of the programme. On the other hand nothing is said about how economic, social and environmental considerations should be traded off or balanced against each other.

5.2 Assessment of the objectives

Three objectives are formulated in the JOP:

· Objective 1: Promoting economic and social development in the Black Sea Basin areas

· Objective 2:  Working together to address common challenges 

· Objective 3: Promoting local, people-to-people cooperation

Related to each objective is a priority and a number of corresponding measures. Under each measure a number of main indicative activities are formulated.

In the following the assessment of the objectives are summarised based on the assessment in appendix 1 of each of the main indicative activities

5.2.1 Objective 1: Promoting economic and social development in the Black Sea Basin areas
The priority and measures relating to this objective are:

Priority 1: Cross border support to partnership for economic development based on common resources

Measures:

· Integrated Actions for local development promotion

· Creation of tourism networks for integration and promotion of tourism development initiatives

· Creation of administrative capacity for local and regional development policies

No direct significant environmental impacts can be identified for this objective as all the proposed main indicative activities are process designs
 aiming at ameliorating/changing processes and/or working modes of different societal segments in specified directions. Some indirect environmental impacts may be identified for the second measure aiming at creating tourism networks. If the activities to be funded under this measure will lead to an increase in the overall tourism in the area, it may lead to an increase in the transport demand and use of renewable and non-renewable resources as well as an increase in the pressure on biodiversity, flora and fauna, and on cultural heritage.

5.2.2 Objective 2:  Working together to address common challenges 

The priority and measures relating to this objective are:

Priority 2:  Networking resources and competencies for environmental protection and valorization

Measures:

· Addressing common challenges in the environmental protection  of the hydrographic system in the area (marine and rivers)
· Research and innovation promotion in the field of valorization and environmental protection for protected natural areas
· Promotion of innovation in technologies and management of Solid Waste and Waste Water Management systems
As the priority aims at raising the competencies for environmental protection and valorization an overall positive impact on the environment must be expected.
A few direct significant environmental impacts may be expected under this objective.

One of the main indicative activities aims at promoting the performance of institutions responsible for pollution control in the Black Sea area. This may have a positive impact on biodiversity, soil, water and air.

Another main indicative activity aims at promoting natural and cultural tourism of protected areas. This may lead to an increase in the overall tourism in the area, it may lead to an increase in the transport demand and use of renewable and non-renewable resources as well as an increase in the pressure on the biodiversity and flora and fauna, and on the cultural heritage.

All the main indicative activities under the second measure are process designs aiming at improved management of waste and waste water and are thus expected to constitute an indirect positive impact on these issues.

5.2.3 Objective 3: Promoting local, people-to-people cooperation

The priority and measures relating to this objective are:

Priority 3: Cultural and educational initiatives for the establishment of a common cultural environment in the basin.

Measures:

· Promoting the cultural networking and exchange in the Black Sea Basin Communities.

· Promoting education institutions networking and development

No direct or indirect significant environmental impacts can be identified under this objective.

5.3 Assessment of the likely significant effects influencing the relevant environmental factors and their relations to environmental objectives

As seen above only very few environmental effects can be identified from the indicative activities.

As the total budget for the years of the programme period (2007-2013) is only17,305,944 Euro the size of the activities to be implemented through the programme must be expected to be rather small. Thus, no significant environmental effects are likely to influence any of the identified environmental objectives.
6 Monitoring the significant environmental impacts

As no significant negative environmental impacts are expected from the implementation of the JOP there is no need to establish a specific system for monitoring 

It will, however, be important when preparing the interim and ex post evaluations of the programme to include an explicit requirement on assessing the environmental effects of activities and projects on the relevant environmental objectives. Also an explicit requirement should be included to the interim evaluation to propose corrective measures if the evaluation shows unexpected adverse environmental effects. 

Appendix 1
Analysis of environmental issues 




and criteria

Objective 1:




Promoting economic and social development in the border areas

Priority 1: Supporting cross border partnerships for economic and social development based on combined resources 

Measure 1.1:
Strengthening accessibility and connectivity for new intra regional information, communication, transport and trade links
	Main indicative activities
	Environmental issues and objectives to be considered 
	Potential impact
	Environmental indicators or specific questions to guide the SEA

	The promotion of international trade links in the area.
	N/A
	
	

	Support to the promotion of traditional products from Black Sea agriculture on the international market
	N/A
	
	

	Development of cooperation networks aimed at promoting the use of information and communication technologies in local/regional economic initiatives.
	N/A
	
	

	Pre-feasibility studies for small-scale transport infrastructures for a better integration of less developed areas and tourist destinations in the Basin.
	N/A
	
	

	Common initiatives for promoting transit transportation infrastructures in the region aimed at increasing freight and passenger transportation efficiency
	N/A
	
	


Measure 1.2:
Creation of tourism networks in order to promote joint tourism development initiatives and traditional products

	Main indicative activities
	Environmental issues and objectives to be considered 
	Potential impact
	Environmental indicators or specific questions to guide the SEA

	Creation of networks of agencies active in the tourism sector for the increase of the economic impact of tourism in the marginal areas, e.g. a cultural route between Black Sea and Caspian Sea (the Myth of two seas)
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Partnerships between authorities of natural protected areas for the promotion of sustainable tourism in the natural areas of the Black Sea Basin
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Networks of tourism agencies for the promotion of common initiatives on the international market
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Creation of cross-border tourism products and common service standards (thematic routes, quality systems etc)
	N/A
	
	


Measure 1.3:
Creation of administrative capacity for the design and implementation of local and regional development policies

	Main indicative activities
	Environmental issues and objectives to be considered 
	Potential impact
	Environmental indicators or specific questions to guide the SEA

	Establishment of a Black Sea Basin network for Capacity Building for local and regional administrators through exchange of good practices, and innovations for local development.  
	N/A

	
	Process design

	Networks for the promotion of innovative urban and rural planning and management methodologies for urban development and rehabilitation
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Partnerships among development agencies for the exchange of expertise, competencies and innovation in development policies, training of development agents and applying common methodologies for SMEs development
	N/A
	
	Process design


Objective 2:



Working together to address common challenges

Priority 2:




Sharing resources and competencies for environmental protection and conservation

Measure  2.1:
Addressing common challenges in the environmental protection of maritime systems
	Main indicative activities
	Environmental issues and objectives to be considered 
	Potential impact
	Environmental indicators or specific questions to guide the SEA

	Support to the creation of joint action plans and/or carrying out feasibility studies of research institutions and/or regional organizations in the fields related to maritime natural systems 
	N/A
	
	Process design

	The Exchange of experiences and good practices through the establishment of partnerships among Environmental NGOs and Educational Institutions. 
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Establishment or strengthening of networks for the development in partnership of methodologies and capabilities of the responsible rescue authorities in view of the response to oil spills on the coastal area and the mitigation of marine pollution
	N/A
	
	Process design

	The promotion of monitoring of environmental factors, through partnerships of institutions responsible for pollution control in the Black Sea Basin 
	Biodiversity, flora and fauna

Soil

Water

Air
	+

+

+

+


	Likeliness that biodiversity is impacted

Degree to which activities will impact soil, water and air pollution
Process design

Project design (performance)

	Support to the development in partnership of contingency plans in order to ensure the ability of the Black Sea coastal authorities to respond to pollution
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Cross border partnerships for the implementation of Scientific Studies especially relevant for monitoring and/or addressing environmental risks in the Black Sea Bassin.
	N/A
	
	

	Establishment or strengthening of cooperation partnership for identifying land-originating polluters, arising especially from agricultural activities, and for exploring methods of their elimination
	
	
	

	Preparation/promotion or implementation of scientific studies in the fields of monitoring, control and protection of the maritime system and of rivers in the area
	
	
	

	Development of concepts for coordination and cooperation in case of natural or man-made disasters


	
	
	


Measure 2.2:
Promoting research and innovation in the field of conservation and environmental protection of protected natural areas

	Main indicative activities
	Environmental issues and objectives to be considered 
	Potential impact
	Environmental indicators or specific questions to guide the SEA

	The creation or strengthening of networks between authorities managing natural protected areas in order to exchange expertise, good practices and innovation in technical and scientific methodologies and in addition to support the monitoring, protection and conservation of natural resources
	N/A
	
	Process design

	The start up of joint initiatives for the international promotion of natural and cultural tourism in the natural protected areas of the Black Sea by means of common information and promotional instruments.
	Biodiversity, flora and fauna

Water

Cultural heritage

Landscape

Use of renewable and non-renewable resources

Transport demands, 


	-

-

-

-  
	Degree to which activities will result: 

· Changes in the pressure on flora and fauna

· Impact on cultural heritage and landscape

· Changes in the transport demand

Project design (performance)

	The establishment or strengthening of networks for joint development of planning and management methodologies and the creation of databases for the natural protected areas of the Black Sea Basin
	N/A
	
	Process design

	The establishment or strengthening of networks for joint development of planning and management methodologies and the creation of databases for the natural protected areas of the Black Sea Basin
	
	
	

	Training and raising awareness for citizens living in protected natural areas
	
	
	


Measure 2.3:
Promotion of cooperation initiatives aimed at innovation in technologies and management of Waste and Wastewater Management systems    

	Main indicative activities
	Environmental issues and objectives to be considered 
	Potential impact
	Environmental indicators or specific questions to guide the SEA

	Partnerships among institutions for exchange of know how and the adoption of innovative technologies and procedures for waste management and disposal
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Support to information and educational activities, including awareness-raising campaigns, in the field of wastewater and solid waste management, water saving and waste recycling
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Partnerships for innovation in waste management in regions with significant seasonal tourism flows that are concentrated in particular areas.
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Partnerships of authorities for the exchange of good practices and governance tools in the sectors of solid waste and wastewater management - based on EU approaches
	N/A
	
	Process design


Objective 3:



Promoting local, people-to-people type actions

Priority 3:




Supporting cultural and educational initiatives for the establishment of a common cultural 







environment in the Basin 

Measure 3.1:
Promoting cultural networking and educational exchange in the Black Sea Basin communities   
	Main indicative activities
	Environmental issues and objectives to be considered 
	Potential impact
	Environmental indicators or specific questions to guide the SEA

	The establishment of partnerships for the promotion of cultural heritage values 
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Establishing networks of cultural institutions in the Black Sea Basin for Strengthening Regional Identity.
	N/A
	
	Process design

	The creation of networks of cultural centers, sharing cultural values from all regions. 
	N/A
	
	Process design

	The establishment of partnerships for the exchange of experiences in traditional popular cultures, through the promotion of common cultural events in the Black Sea Basin
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Partnerships for the exchange of students and academics for the establishment of channels of cultural integration in the Black Sea Basin.
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Partnerships among universities, high schools and research centres aimed at the design and development of special educational programmes based on topics of common interest in the Black Sea Basin
	N/A
	
	Process design

	Networks for the exchange of experience in adapting education and vocational training systems to the needs of a market economy, based on common approaches
	N/A
	
	Process design


























� Armenia, Azarbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine.


� For Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Greece, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine it has not been possible to identify any relevant policy documents in English from the internet.


� Other documents identified include besides the following documents have been identified: National Waste Management Program 2003 - 2006, 1999; National Programme for Priority Construction of Urban Waste-Water Treatment Plants for Settlements Exceeding 10,000 Population Equivalent - 2002; National Programme for Phasing out the Production and Use of Leaded Petrol 1998 - 2003, 1998; National Action Plan on Climate Change - 2008, 1999; National Programme for Measures Necessary in Prolonged Drought - 2010, 2001.





� It has not been possible to access other relevant documents from the internet. A number of relevant documents have been identified, though: e.g. National Strategy on Reduction and Elimination of Persistent Organic Pollutants, 2004; National Strategy for Sustainable Development of Forestry Fund and State Program on Forest Fund Areas Regeneration and Forestation for 2003-2020; National Programme on Insurance of Ecological Safety, 2003; National Programme on Energy Conservation for the Years 2003-2010, 2003.


� Decision No 1600/2002/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 July 2002


� Greening Regional Development Programmes Network: "Handbook on SEA for Cohesion Policy 2007-2013" February 2006


� Armenia, Azarbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine.


� Europe's Third Environmental Assessment, the Kiev Report (2003)


� for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Greece, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine it has not been possible to identify any relevant policy documents in English from the internet.


� Other documents identified include besides the following documents have been identified: National Waste Management Program 2003 - 2006, 1999; National Programme for Priority Construction of Urban Waste-Water Treatment Plants for Settlements Exceeding 10,000 Population Equivalent - 2002; National Programme for Phasing out the Production and Use of Leaded Petrol 1998 - 2003, 1998; National Action Plan on Climate Change - 2008, 1999; National Programme for Measures Necessary in Prolonged Drought - 2010, 2001.





� It has not been possible to access other relevant documents from the internet. A number of relevant documents have been identified, though: e.g. National Strategy on Reduction and Elimination of Persistent Organic Pollutants, 2004; National Strategy for Sustainable Development of Forestry Fund and State Program on Forest Fund Areas Regeneration and Forestation for 2003-2020; National Programme on Insurance of Ecological Safety, 2003; National Programme on Energy Conservation for the Years 2003-2010, 2003.


� Decision No 1600/2002/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 July 2002


� Cf. the definition in section � REF _Ref169487913 \r \h ��2.1.2�
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